
Jeopardy —  Mid-term Review Run off….took place among 
some of the sixth grade science classes during the week of 
January 27th.  Students from the Olsen, Hakes, Lee and 
Fusci science classes had the opportunity to challenge 
themselves and their peers in a rousing game of Jeopardy.    
GCMS Staff conducts monthly Dress Down Days to benefit 
charity.  Recent recipients were the Tsunami victims and Or-
gan Donor Awareness. 

Principal’s Message —   “To live 
for a time close to great minds is the 
best kind of education.”    
                                      John Buchan                                       
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Dear Parents, 
     Over the past few years we have worked in 
partnership with you to implement several  
exciting new programs and changes here in 
our middle school.   While the work of restruc-
turing is never finished, since as reflective 
practitioner’s we always need to look at ways 
to improve what we are doing, it is always 
worthwhile to reflect on all that has been ac-
complished.   
     Our recent accomplishments include can-
didacy accreditation status from Middle 
States, selection as a model middle school by 
the NYS Education Department, creation of an 
elective program, teaming in all grades, 
Homework on the Web, advisory, heterogene-
ous grouped English and social studies 
classes, bully reduction (BRAVE) program, 
new clubs, support classes in every academic 
area, self-selecting accelerated options in 
math and science, and improvement in our 
NYS assessment areas.  The list goes on and 
on. 
     While many wonderful people played criti-
cal roles in these developments, I wish to take 
this opportunity to publicly thank our teach-
ers — It is our teachers who provide life to all 
of these programs.  It is our teachers who, 
within an atmosphere of warmth and support, 
help our children meet with success every 
day.   
     So the words of John Buchan ring true — 
our children receive the best kind of educa-
tion since they live close to great minds at 
home and in school.   
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Osroff 

 PROJECT PERFECTION 
 The start of the school year for 
the sixth, seventh and eighth grade stu-
dent councils have been a successful 
one.  The three councils have partici-
pated in many activities to help contrib-
ute to our community.  In October, the 
GCMS took part in the  National Red Rib-
bon Week to foster drug free schools.  
Students discussed many ways to stay 
drug free in their home base classes.  
During November, the school collected 
over 1000 cans to feed the homeless 
through the Meals on Wheels Program.  
In December, the students collected over 
100 gifts for Winthrop Hospital’s teens 
with cancer.  Our upcoming events will 
include our Penny for Patients in March.  
The sixth grade party, seventh grade 
pool party and eighth grade day cruise 
will take place in June. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER                              

 

• Feb 4  7-9 p.m. 6th Grade Rec Night (Last one for all grades)  

• Feb 11   7 p.m.  Family Fun Flick Friday 

• Feb 21-25   Winter Recess School Closed 

• March 2   7:30 p.m. SEPTA Parent Meeting Grades 6-12              
  High School Auditorium 

• March 3 9:30 a.m. Middle School PTA Meeting 

• March 18 and 19   7:30 p.m. PLAY 

 

KING KONG!! 
Feb. 11th at 7PM  
Reminder — 
Students should 
be accompanied 
by an adult.  
This  event is in 
lieu of Rec 
Night.  Free 
popcorn during 
show and pizza 
afterwards!  



Involvement Can Reinforce Children's Learning Rates, Performance, and Con-
fidence — The wise management of home resources--coupled with positive, constructive, parental input regarding 
study habits--can greatly affect children’s learning.  The following areas merit attention: 

      Reading.  Reading is vital to building stronger vocabulary and acquiring comprehensive skills as well as a sense of self-
worth that comes as a result of a child’s having his or her own area of expertise.  Suggest that parents consider books as pos-
sible birthday or holiday gifts.  Encourage them to choose whatever fits their child’s areas of interest--fiction, biographies, 
sports accounts, or histories.  

    The telephone.  The telephone is the teenager’s lifeline.  But it can also be a tremendous distraction during valuable study time.  Suggest allow-
ing the child to select a fifteen-minute or half-hour telephone “break” in the time slot he or she wants most.  This gives the child the feeling of having 
some say in the matter and some control over his or her life--while also reserving the rest of the evening for getting homework done. 

    Television.  Television is an issue families need to address together.  Some parents have a blanket policy of no weeknight television for their 
children.  Others say no TV until all homework is done.  Still others allow no more than one hour of TV--a program of the child’s choice.    

    Study conditions.  Some children concentrate best at a desk, while others feel more comfortable working at a table in the dining room or kitchen.  
As obvious as it may seem, parents need to be reminded of the importance of good lighting, a smooth writing surface, and a comfortable chair offer-
ing firm support.  And no matter what the room, their son or daughter needs to be free from distractions  

    General resources.  The availability of books such as a dictionary, a thesaurus, an almanac, and an atlas can be tremendously helpful, espe-
cially as references for English, history, and government courses.    

    Word processor/personal computer.  Most schools and over 30 percent of the households in the country already have them.  A desktop PC 
enables a child to do several drafts of an English or history paper, thereby paying far closer attention to the vital revision process. 

FYI-              

• AN INSTRUCTIONAL DAY HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL CALENDAR. THE LAST DAY OF CLASSES WILL 
BE JUNE 15 INSTEAD OF JUNE 14. 

Helping Others — The sixth grade students and teachers of Team 6D at the Garden City Middle School 
had a very successful fundraiser for children who were victims of the tsunami.  The students worked 
with their teachers,  Ms. Rumbelow, Ms. Olsen, and Mrs. Trousdale, to collect donations and set up a 
raffle. The result of their hard work and dedication was a donation to UNICEF of over $3,200.  If this is 
any indication of the quality of our future leaders, we are indeed in good hands! 

 PROJECT PERFECTION 

 The start of the school year for the sixth, seventh and eighth grade student councils have been a successful one.  The three coun-
cils have participated in many activities to help our community.  In October, the GCMS took part in the  National Red Ribbon Week to foster 
drug free schools.  Students discussed many ways to stay drug free in their home base classes.  During November, the school collected 
over 1000 cans to feed the homeless through the Meals on Wheels Program.  In December, the students collected over 100 gifts for Win-
throp Hospital’s teens with cancer.  Our upcoming events will include our Penny for Patients in March.  The sixth grade party, seventh grade 
pool party and eighth grade day cruise will take place in June. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR LIBRARIAN….. Searching for a good book for your reluctant reader?  Take a look at these entertaining reads: 

Chasing Vermeer 

By Blue Balliett, Brett Helquist (Illustrator) 

Because it deals with art history and includes perplexing puzzles, Chasing Vermeer, is being called The DaVinci Code for kids. The book starts 
off with a series of seemingly unrelated and strange events followed by the disappearance of a precious Vermeer painting.  Readers will be scru-
tinizing art books as they try to solve the mystery of the stolen painting along with kid detectives, Calder and Petra.  Illustrations help make this 
an appealing title for reluctant readers. 

Maxx Comedy 

By Gordon Korman 

Middle Schooler, Max Carmody, has wanted to be a stand-up comedian since he was five years old.  So, when a contest is held to find the 
“world’s funniest kid,” he goes through all kinds of craziness, including adopting the stage name Maxx Comedy, to win. This story is filled with 
humorous scene of Max and his three best friends and conveys a theme of loyalty to friends and family.  The one-liners that open each chapter, 
along with Max’s resiliency and he tries to reach his goal, help make this story an entertaining read for girls and boys alike. 


